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Welcome to the New Look Newsletter & 
Journal of Vasculitis UK *   

 
A Few Words from the 
Chairman  
 
Welcome to the first edition of this new-

look newsletter.  This is a trial of a new 

format. We hope members will 

appreciate the improved quality and 

content  and that it will become the new 

standard. Credit for this must go entirely 

to Editor, Pat Fearnside, who has had 

to develop a whole new range of skills 

to produce it. We welcome your 

feedback please. 

 

However, quality usually comes at a 

price and this newsletter does cost 

more, BUT we hope that the new 

layout, improved print quality and colour 

will make for a more pleasing and 

interesting read. There is also another 

motive. We want to reach those people 

with vasculitis who need help, but never 

find us.   

 

So we hope that when you are sure you 

have finished with this newsletter, you 

will ñrecycleò it by taking it to the waiting 

room of the hospital clinic where you 

get your treatment. Then, perhaps, with 

its new brighter cover and content, it will 

be picked up by someone who has just 

been told they have vasculitis and is in 

desperate need of support, advice and 

guidance. Iôve certainly been in that 

situation, and probably you were once 

there too. 

 

Going Forward  

Itôs amazing to think that only a year 

ago, the Stuart Strange Trust was on 

the brink of being wound up. Now, as 

Vasculitis UK, we have a strong new 

committee bursting with energy and 

ideas for making life better for current 

and future vasculitis sufferers. If you 

want to join them, put your name 

forward for election at the AGM in May. 

 

Current projects are: development of 

the Vasculitis UK website, the Vasculitis 

Routemap (of which more elsewhere in 

this issue) and raising awareness of 

vasculitis and other rare diseases at a 

political level, in conjunction with the 

Rare Diseases Network. Itôs an exciting 

time for Vasculitis UK! 

 

Sadly, we are losing our ñnewò 

treasurer, Andy Bone, who helped to 

pick up the pieces of the dying SSVT 

and revive it. He brought to the team a 

refreshing and innovative approach. 

Unfortunately Andyôs increasing 

personal and work commitments 

prevent him from continuing as our 

treasurer, but we are very grateful for 

what he has done over the past year. 

 

Research  

As you will read elsewhere, we are 

proud to be able to help in the funding 

of research to be carried out by Dr 

David Jayneôs team at Addenbrookes. 

For a small charity, the full cost of 

research funding is too great. In this 

case, we are collaborating with others 

to fund this small project. It is also 

applied research, so if it is successful it 

just might lead to a new treatment in the 

near future. This joint funding of 

research might become our new model 

for the future. 

 

 

Turning out the Light?  

Logo To Go??  

It is now two years 

since the Trust was 

ñrebrandedò as 

ñVasculitis UKò, but 

being economical, we 

have been using up the 

e x i s t i n g  S S V T 

stationery etc.  

We have recently been looking at new 

logos to replace the SSVT Lightbulb. 

Some love it, some hate it.  We really 

would like to hear your views, so do 
óphone or send a note, by email or post 

to Pat or John & Susan. (see back 

cover for details).! 

John 

www.vasculitis-uk.org.uk 

* Formerly known as: Vasculitis UK (Stuart Strange Vasculitis Trust)  
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